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DISCUSSION GUIDE



WHY / HOW 

Welcome to Highrock’s Black Theology course! This class explores how the faith 
experiences of Black Americans open up distinct ways of reading Scripture, shed light 
on the gospel’s liberating power, and model the importance of social engagement for 
all Christians. Central to this course is the theological claim that the faith of Black 
Americans is a gift to the whole church. Black Theology is a great class for anyone who 
wants to become better equipped at relating their faith to everyday life and the 
prophetic call to solidarity and the ongoing work of God’s justice. In short, this class is 
not only about learning, but an invitation to transformation and encounter with the 
living God. 
  
We don’t expect that everyone comes to this class with the same background or with 
similar life experience. Nor do we assume that we’ll land in the same places on the 
other side of the course. However, we do hope that all participants will commit to the 
journey together, upholding Highrock’s values of honesty, humility, and curiosity, while 
seeking to offer hospitality and solidarity to others in the group. 

Questions were formed by Scott Rice (Resident Theologian, Highrock Online). They 
aren't meant to be exclusive, but conversation starters.   

Please adhere to the Conversation Covenant listed on the following pages. 

If you are using this with a group, and can't make it to one of your sessions, please 
write your small group (breakout group) members a note reflecting on what was raised 
for you in that week's video and reading.  

Consider creating a way for your group to share relevant articles, videos, or books that 
will help connect you throughout the week, and allow your meeting time to be more 
focused. Examples of this might be a Slack channel, a Facebook group, an email, or a 
text thread. 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PREP WORK 

Before you begin meeting, take 10-15 minutes to complete this short self check-in. 

1. What do you hope to get out of this learning group? 

2. Is there anything about this course that creates tension for you or within you? 

3. Is there anything about the topics that this book will cover that will be helpful for 
your facilitator to know ahead of time? 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CONVERSATION COVENANT  

I pledge:  

To act in good faith, with curiosity. I will assume the best about my conversation 
partners when entering into our groups. I will give the benefit of the doubt, 
recognizing that they may know something I don’t.  

To show respect. I will show respect. I will be polite and give due regard for the 
feelings and traditions of others. I understand that I do not have to agree with 
someone to show them respect.   

To speak the truth. I won’t use rhetorical tricks to try to win an argument. I will speak 
what I genuinely believe is the nuanced truth.  

To aim to discover the truth. I will not enter into a conversation with the purpose of 
changing the mind of anyone to my way of thinking.  

To focus on what we can change. I will focus on what we can do differently in the 
future since we cannot change what we did in the past.   

To take responsibility for the conversation. I will take responsibility for the quality of 
the conversation and the abidance of the rules both in principle and in spirit.   

To follow the covenant even when others fail to do so. I will abide by the rules 
regardless of whether another person breaks them.  

To lighten-up and approach the conversation in good humor. I recognize that 
humor is a hallmark of a constructive, generative conversation and take the 
conversation in good humor.  
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SCHEDULE (VIEWINGS) 

Participants should plan to watch the video/s for each week before meeting as a small 
group. The videos provide the core instruction and the basis for discussion in this 
class. Please allow extra time to watch two videos for weeks 1, 4, 5, & 6.  

        Schedule: Video/s to watch 
Week 1: Introduction Video, Prof. Tom Baskett & Video 1, 
Rev. Dr. Alex Gee on Black faith and perseverance 
Week 2: Video 2, Prof. M. Shawn Copeland on the Bible 
amongst the enslaved people 
Week 3: Video 3, Prof. Tom Baskett on the spirituals 
Week 4: Video 4, Prof. Aaron Griffith on lynching and the 
cross & Video 5, Prof. Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom on the 
beginnings of Black Theology 
Week 5: Video 6, Prof. Dennis Edwards on the Civil Rights 
Movement & Video 7, Prof. M. Shawn Copeland on Womanist 
theology 
Week 6: Video 8, Prof. Dennis Edwards: A statement on 
Black faith and Black Lives Matter 

Videos can be accessed at: www.highrockonline.org/community-group/
black-theology 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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Notes for Participants  

A. Please note: The discussion questions for each week are the same. They invite 
general reflections (question 1), theological reflections (2), and application (3). You 
will inevitably spend differing amounts of time on each one, but be sure to 
conclude your small group with take-aways (question 3) and/or reflections on how 
you’re processing this course as it unfolds. 

B. Discussion questions are mostly focused on class content. Based on your 
preference and group dynamics, consider whether you want to begin each week 
with an ice-breaker question or by asking one another to share a one-minute 
update on how you are doing coming into the discussion time.  

C. Be mindful of the “room” (virtual or in-person) and creating an environment that 
allows folks to show up as they are in accordance with the Conversation Covenant.  

D. Remember to take a posture of curiosity when strong feelings and perspectives 
arise. There is usually more going on under the surface and it is up to each 
participant to lead the way in self-disclosure as well as personal transformation.  

E. It is not the purpose of this group to make anyone change their mind. But rather, 
through following the Conversation Covenant, the goal is for each participant to 
show up honestly and authentically to work through the material as a group. 

F. If discussion of topics becomes too “big picture,” try to come back to “I” 
statements. 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Discussion Questions:  

1. General reflections: What was new for you in this week’s video? What surprised 
you? Was there anything you particularly resonated or disagreed with? 

2. Theological reflections: How does this week’s lesson lead you to think differently 
about any of the following: God, Jesus, Scripture, the church?  

3. Application: Highrock’s five values are hospitality, honesty, humility, curiosity, and 
solidarity. How does this week’s lesson connect to one (or more) of these values for 
you?  
 
(Examples: How does it help you to reflect (with curiosity and honesty) on the way 
your own social upbringing has shaped you? How does it lead you towards 
solidarity with others who come from different backgrounds?)  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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

This section contains some additional resources that participants may want to explore 
after (or during) the Black Theology class.  

Books: 

Prophetic Lament: A Call for Justice in Troubled Times, Soong-Chan Rah 

Reading While Black: African American Interpretation as an Exercise in Hope, Esau 
McCaulley 

The Very Good Gospel, Lisa Sharon Harper  

What is the Bible, and How Do We Understand It?, Dennis R. Edwards  

Shorter Writings: 

Covenant Church Resource Paper on Reading the Bible in Community, https://
covchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2010/05/Covenant-Resource-Paper.pdf 

Read Your Bible Through a Kaleidoscope, Dennis R. Edwards, https://
www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2021/march-web-only/read-your-bible-through-
kaleidoscope.html 

Reading the Bible Interculturally, Max J. Lee, https://covquarterly.com/index.php/CQ/article/
view/6/3 

Podcasts:  

Black Like Me with Dr. Alex Gee, https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/black-like-me/
id1356781014 

*A list of Highrock Online staff members can be found here (www.highrockonline.org/
staff); links to individual Highrock congregations can be found here (https://
www.highrock.org/) 
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