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DISCUSSION GUIDE



WHY / HOW 
What is Christianity all about? At Highrock we believe that Christian faith, at its heart, has to do with 
a grand story that illuminates all of life. This course explores that story — the Christian Story — as it 
unfolds in Scripture. In this class you’ll be introduced to an understanding of how the Bible, as a di-
verse collection of books and writings, hangs together so as to tell the story of God’s faithfulness, 
how it speaks to questions of belonging and solidarity, and how this story points to God’s way of 
reconciling us to both God and one another. The Christian Story is a great class for anyone who is 
exploring Christianity as well as for seasoned Christians or church-goers looking to get (re)acquaint-
ed with the Bible and the study of Scripture at a deeper level. 
  
We don’t expect that everyone comes to this class with the same background or with similar life ex-
perience. Nor do we assume that we’ll land in the same places on the other side of the course. 
However, we do hope that all participants will commit to the journey together, upholding Highrock’s 
values of honesty, humility, and curiosity, while seeking to offer hospitality and solidarity to others in 
the group. 

Questions were formed by Scott Rice (Highrock Online). They aren't meant to be exclusive, but con-
versation starters.   

Please adhere to the Conversation Covenant listed on the following pages, or think about how to 
create one that fits your context.  

If you are using this with a group, and can't make it to one of your sessions, please write your small 
group (breakout group) members a note reflecting on what was raised for you in that week's video 
and reading.  

Consider creating a way for your group to share relevant articles, videos, or books that will help con-
nect you throughout the week, and allow your meeting time to be more focused. Examples of 
this might be a Slack channel, a Facebook group, an email, or a text thread.  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PREP WORK 

Before you begin meeting, take 10-15 minutes to complete this short self check-in. 

1. What do you hope to get out of this learning group? 

2. Is there anything about this course that creates tension for you or within you? 

3. Is there anything about the topics that this book will cover that will be helpful for 
your facilitator to know ahead of time? 

Highrock Online Pg. 3



CONVERSATION COVENANT  

I pledge:  

To act in good faith, with curiosity. I will assume the best about my conversation partners when en-
tering into our groups. I will give the benefit of the doubt, recognizing that they may know some-
thing I don’t.  

To show respect. I will show respect. I will be polite and give due regard for the feelings and tradi-
tions of others. I understand that I do not have to agree with someone to show them respect.   

To speak the truth. I won’t use rhetorical tricks to try to win an argument. I will speak what I gen-
uinely believe is the nuanced truth.  

To aim to discover the truth. I will not enter into a conversation with the purpose of changing the 
mind of anyone to my way of thinking.  

To focus on what we can change. I will focus on what we can do differently in the future since we 
cannot change what we did in the past.   

To take responsibility for the conversation. I will take responsibility for the quality of the conversa-
tion and the abidance of the rules both in principle and in spirit.   

To follow the covenant even when others fail to do so. I will abide by the rules regardless of 
whether another person breaks them.  

To lighten-up and approach the conversation in good humor. I recognize that humor is a hallmark 
of a constructive, generative conversation and take the conversation in good humor.  
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SCHEDULE (VIEWINGS/READINGS) 

Schedule: Video to watch; Scripture readings  

Week 1: Introduction Video  
Week 2: Video 1; Genesis 1-3 
Week 3: Video 2; Genesis 12:1-9, Exodus 3, 19-20 
Week 4: Video 3; Deuteronomy 30:15-20, 2 Samuel 7,  
2 Kings 24: 8-14, Ezekiel 37 
Week 5: Video 4; Matthew (chapters) 1-2, 6, 11-13, Luke 4 
Week 6: Video 5; Luke 22-24  
Week 7: Video 6; Acts 1-2, 5, 10-11, 15 
Week 8: Video 7; Romans 8; 1 Corinthians 15 

Scripture readings can be accessed through www.biblegateway.com 
(recommended translations: NIV, TNIV, NLT, NRSV) 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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Facilitator Notes  

A. Discussion questions are mostly focused on class content. Based on your prefer-
ence and group dynamics, consider whether you want to begin each week with an 
ice-breaker question or by asking participants to share a one-minute update on 
how they are doing coming into the discussion time.  

B. Before each gathering star two or three questions you want to be sure your group 
addresses in case you run short on time. 

C. Be mindful of the “room” (virtual or in-person) and creating an environment that 
allows folks to show up as they are in accordance with the Conversation Covenant.  

D. Encourage a posture of curiosity when strong feelings and perspectives arise. 
There is usually more going on under the surface and it is up to the participant to 
lead the way in self-disclosure as well as personal transformation.  

E. It is not the work of this group or the facilitator to make anyone change their mind. 
But rather through following the Conversation Covenant, show up honestly and 
authentically to work through the material as a group. 

F. If discussion of topics becomes too “big picture,” remind people to move back 
toward “I” statements. 

Introduction Video 
1. Introductions: share your name and a place you call home. What’s an item on 

your bucket list?  
2. What’s one of the reasons that you were drawn to this class? What’s a question 

that you hope will be addressed in this class?  
3. How would you describe your relationship to the Bible coming into this class? Is 

Scripture mostly new to you? Do you have any of the ‘big questions’ about 
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Scripture that were mentioned in the introduction video? What’s your initial re-
sponse to the narrative or story-telling approach to understanding the Bible in 
this class?  

4. What do you hope to get out of the Christian Story? 

Week 1: Creation (Genesis 1-3) 
1. Genesis 1 highlights the inherent (God-given) goodness of the world, humans as 

made in God’s own image, relationship, connectedness, and rest. Do any of 
these themes stand out to you? Which one/s and why? 

2. How would you characterize God’s relation to the world in Genesis 1 and 2? 
3. Mark describes the entry of sin/evil into the world in Genesis 3 in terms of isola-

tion, personal/relational shame, pain, and the struggles of life. Do some of these 
expressions resonate in particular with how you or communities you are a part of 
see or experience the world?  

4. God continues to be present and provide for humanity after they eat the forbid-
den fruit. How might this be a surprising turn in the story? What do you think this 
says about God? 

5. Genesis 1-3 is the beginning of the biblical story. How do you see Genesis 1-3 
as opening up (or developing) a story that will continue to unfold? Thinking 
about it as the beginning, how or where does it create a sense of anticipation for 
you? 

6. What key themes or take-aways from this story connect with you? 

Week 2: The Old Testament: Promises and Covenants  
1. Scott talked about some of this week’s texts as sacred story-telling Scriptures. Is 

this idea helpful for you? How does it compare to other ways you may have 
been introduced to the Bible?  

2. What stands out to you from the covenant (promise) God makes to Abraham in 
Genesis 12? What do you think is significant about an unconditional promise?  

3. Likewise, what stands out to you in the Exodus event and the giving of the Mo-
saic covenant (the law)? How does the Exodus event help flesh out God’s charac-
ter (what God is like) in Scripture?  
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4. How do you relate to the image/s of God described in Scripture so far? Are 
there particular images, attributes, or qualities of God described in these stories 
that stand out to you? 

5. Discuss the relationship between the covenants to Abraham and Moses (the 
covenant of the law). How do they compare? How would you describe the simi-
larities and differences between them? How do you see them setting up tension 
within the story (or not)? 

Week 3: Exile and the Great Predicament: Does Death Win?  
1. From the readings/video, where do you see signs of Israel’s wavering faithful-

ness? Can you relate to that? How do you see God responding with grace to Is-
rael’s cycle of turning from/returning to God? What do you think this says about 
God in Scripture? 

2. The Old Testament is somewhat unique in the way that it portrays the faults and 
shortcomings of God’s people (i.e., they aren’t hidden). Does that help you in 
reading/relating to it, or does it bring up any other responses for you? 

3. After repeatedly turning away from God, Israel enters into exile at the hands of 
foreign powers. Reflect on this experience. What kinds of questions do you think 
the Israelites would be asking during the exile?   

4. Mark describes the question that God poses to Israel — “Can these dry bones 
live?” — as encapsulating the “drama of the whole Old Testament.” Take some 
time to discuss this passage. What questions do you have about it? What makes 
this question (i.e., God’s question to Ezekiel) so important? How would you say it 
points to the great predicament (the tension between the promise/covenants 
we’ve looked at) in the Old Testament story so far? 

5. Why is the question, “Can these dry bones live?,” important not only for Israel, 
but also for God? How is God, as Mark says, “on the line” here? 

6. How are you tracking with the story so far? What are you enjoying? What’s chal-
lenging? What are you most curious about? 

7. Reflect on the central role of story/narrative in the reading of the Bible so far. 
How is it helpful or challenging? Again, how does it compare with other ways 
you may have been introduced to reading Scripture? 
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Week 4: Jesus’ Life and Ministry 
1. What is your perception of Jesus? What impressions or ideas do you have about 

Jesus coming into this session? 
2. How does Scott (looking at the gospel of Matthew) connect Jesus’ Jewish identi-

ty with the Old Testament story of God and Israel? What do you think is impor-
tant about understanding Jesus in his Jewish context? 

3. What stands out to you from the video/readings about the idea of the kingdom 
of God? What are some of the different aspects of God’s kingdom? Do you see 
connections between the kingdom of God and Jesus?  

4. Similarly, what thoughts or feelings are evoked for you by Jesus’ teachings, par-
ticularly what he says about loving God and neighbor and about non-violence 
and peacemaking?   

5. Jesus invites others to “follow him” (discipleship). How do the topics from this 
lesson help you understand (or give you a fuller picture) of what that means? 
What role do you think relationship — relationship with Jesus, God, others — 
plays in discipleship? What do you think that following “the way he (Jesus) 
is” (Copeland) means? 

6. Is there a way that your understanding of Jesus has changed or expanded in this 
session? What might it mean for you to think about or relate to Jesus as some-
one concerned with all aspects of human life (the soul, the body, hope, human 
touch, etc.)? 

Week 5: Jesus’ Death and Resurrection 
1. What connections do you see between Jesus’ life and ministry (Week 4) and the 

final events that lead to his death and resurrection? Perhaps focus on one event, 
like Jesus at the Passover meal.  

2. What was your response in reading Jesus’ prayer at the Mount of Olives? Where 
do you see his struggle and humanity (or relatability) here? 

3. Scott compares the crucifixion of Jesus to Israel’s experience of exile. What does 
he mean by this? What are some ways they are alike and different?  

4. What is your reaction to one of Jesus’ final words on the cross in the presence of 
his executioners and the religious folks: “Father, forgive them”? 

5. What do the ideas of God being faithful for us (or on our behalf) in Jesus, and 
the notion of belonging that follows, mean to you? Do they impact or change 
your view of God (or what Christians believe about God), faith, or community? 

Highrock Online Pg. 9



6. The notion of belonging is central to the Christian story: prior to anything we do 
in relation to God, we belong. What difference do you think it makes to act from 
a place of belonging versus acting in order to belong? What thoughts or feel-
ings does this raise for you personally? 

7. How are you processing this session/the Christian Story so far? 

Week 6: Acts 
1. How does this session help you understand the broader, universal scope of 

God’s plan to bring restoration to all people (and not only Israel)?  
2. How do you see the Spirit bringing people together in Acts chapter 2? Where 

do you see the Spirit offering unity while honoring differences? What do you 
think this says about what Christian community can look like?  

3. What stands out to you in the picture of the early Christian community from Acts 
chapter 2:42-47? How do you see Jesus, or the way of Jesus in his life and min-
istry, reflected in this portrayal of faith community?  

4. Pastor Meghan emphasizes how the Spirit identifies and dismantles societal bar-
riers that exist due to sin. An example of this is hostility between Jewish and 
Gentile (non-Jewish) people (and there are many more). How might this apply 
today? What societal barriers do you see as at odds with the way of Jesus, and 
how might they begin to look different? 

5. How do you think the picture of the early church in Acts can impact the way that 
Christians approach community? How might it challenge the way we prioritize 
our lives? How might it offer opportunities for belonging? The book of Acts in-
vites us to reflect on being part of a bigger community as united in Christ.  

6. What does this discussion about Jesus, community, and breaking-boundaries 
prompt in you? Is it leading you to consider any action steps in your life? 

Week 7: Final Things  
1. Discuss what Scott means by the Now (God’s finished work) and the Not Yet 

(God’s ongoing work) dynamic. What do you think it means to live between the 
Now and Not Yet? How do you see this providing comfort, opportunity, and 
challenge for followers of Jesus?  
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2. The idea of new creation extends to all of life — individuals, community, the 
earth. Where do you experience desire or longing for things to be made new, 
whole, or transformed?  

3. What is your image of God’s judgement and justice? How do you relate to 
Scott’s description of judgment in terms of transformation, re-righting things, 
and even hope?  

4. Can you envision a way that God’s judgment/justice calls followers of Jesus to 
action that is not fear-based (specifically fear in the sense of threat)? For further 
discussion, see 1 John 4:18.  

5. What is your image of eternal life like (whether personally held, or a general/cul-
tural idea)? How does it compare to the idea of sharing or participating in God’s 
own life?  

6. (Similar question from Week 5:) In reflecting on this class, what do the central 
themes of the Christian Story mean to you — God’s faithfulness, belonging, and 
reconciliation?   

7. What has the Christian Story (course) meant to you? What are you taking away 
from it? What is one action step or follow-up for you from this course?  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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

This section contains some additional resources to assist participants of the Christian 
Story class in further exploring the Bible. 

Books: 

The Beatitudes Through the Ages, Rebekah Eklund 

How to Read the Bible Book by Book, Gordon D. Fee, Douglas Stuart 

Immerse (Covenant Church Bible Reading Program), https://immerse.covchurch.org/ 

Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again, Rachel Held 
Evans  

Prophetic Lament: A Call for Justice in Troubled Times, Soong-Chan Rah 

The Story Luke Tells, Justo L. González 

Reading While Black: African American Interpretation as an Exercise in Hope, Easy 
McCaulley 

Santa Biblia, the Bible Through Hispanic Eyes, Justo L. González 

Surprised by Scripture: Engaging Contemporary Issues, N.T. Wright 

The Very Good Gospel, Lisa Sharon Harper  

What is the Bible, and How Do We Understand It?, Dennis R. Edwards  

Shorter Writings: 

Covenant Church Resource Paper on Reading the Bible in Community, https://
covchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2010/05/Covenant-Resource-Paper.pdf 
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Read Your Bible Through a Kaleidoscope, Dennis R. Edwards, https://www.christianity-
today.com/ct/2021/march-web-only/read-your-bible-through-kaleidoscope.html 

Reading the Bible Interculturally, Max J. Lee, https://covquarterly.com/index.php/CQ/
article/view/6/3 

Media: 

Bema Discipleship Podcast, https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-bema-podcast/
id1148115183 

The Bible for Normal People Podcast, https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-bible-
for-normal-people/id1215420422 

The Bible Project (videos and podcast), https://bibleproject.com/ 

*A list of Highrock staff members can be found here (www.highrockonline.org); links to 
individual Highrock congregations can be found here (https://www.highrock.org/) 
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