
The Twelve Days of Christmas

A Post Christmas Family Experience

The Twelve Days of Christmas is more than just a Christmas song about a partridge, pear trees, and all other

kinds of animals and people. It’s actually a season (similar to Advent) that starts with Christmas Day and then

goes for 12 days until Epiphany, or January 6th, when we remember the Three Kings who visited Jesus. Many

cultures don’t even decorate their homes for Christmas or put up their Christmas tree until Christmas Eve.
Then they leave up all the decorations until January 6th! In some Latin American countries people wait to give

presents until January 6th to mark the day the Kings gave their gifts to Jesus. While we expect that you have

been enjoying Christmas decorations and gift exchanges already, there are still some fun things you can do

together as a family to continue to celebrate the gift of Jesus’ birth and enjoy time together as a family even

after Christmas Day itself. 

To start off, remember the three kings you made during the second week of Advent? They are ready to start

their twelve day journey to your nativity set at home to see the baby Jesus.

 (Parents, every night before you go to bed, hide the three kings somewhere in the house. When kids wake up,
have them go seeking for the kings. Each night you should move the kings ever so slightly closer to the Nativity

set hiding them in a new location. On the morning of January 6th, the Kings should be at the Nativity to see

Jesus and give gifts! Share your photos of the best hiding places on our Kidsrock Online  or Parents of Teens

Facebook Page. Remember, if you need a Nativity set you can print a paper version off of our web page.

Next, we’ve provided you with twelve family activities and related Bible verses, one for each day to continue to

celebrate all God has given you and to continue to reflect on all the traditions you’ve learned about throughout

Advent. The activities are designed to be fairly simple, some just occurring around the dinner table. The Bible

verses/passages can be read before or after the activity and if your kids are old enough you can ask them (and

yourself) to reflect on what each verse says about who God is and/or what He is inviting us to be or do as His

beloved children. Some activities or verses may need to be modified for very young children and some you may

decide to omit and replace with a different family activity you enjoy. If you can’t do them all that’s okay but we

hope that you enjoy the journey and make some great family memories. 

Journey of the Three Kings

The Twelve Days
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